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1. THE PROBLEM 

AMBASSADOR EILTS HAS ASKED FOR GUIDANCE ON THE QUESTION OF 
ATTENDANCE AT THE EGYPTIAN OCTOBER 6 CELEBRATIONS (CAIRO 
9708). HE ALSO REPORTS THAT WHEN HE TOLD FAHMY OF YOUR 
DESIRE THAT HE BE BACK IN WASHINGTON TO MEET WITH YOU FRI- 
DAY, OCTOBER 3, FAHMY RESPONDED THAT HE MIGHT NOT HAVE 
SADAT'S REACTIONS TO OUR PROPOSED PROGRAM FOR HIS VISIT IN 
TIME TO GIVE THEM TO EILTS BEFORE HIS DEPARTURE ON THURS- 
DAY MORNING. FAHMY URGED THAT EILTS DELAY HIS DEPARTURE 
A DAY OR SO IF SADAT'S REACTIONS WERE NOT AVAILABLE BEFORE 
EILTS 1 SCHEDULED DEPARTURE. 
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2. BACKGROUND/ANALYSIS 

WITH REGARD TO THE OCTOBER 6 CELEBRATIONS, YOU MAY RECALL 
THAT LAST YEAR THE EGYPTIANS ISSUED INVITATIONS IN CAIRO 
AND THEIR EMBASSIES ABROAD FOR CEREMONIES TO CELEBRATE 
QUOTE VICTORY DAY UNQUOTE OR QUOTE VICTORY OVER ISRAEL 

DAY UNQUOTE. IN VIEW OF THE WAY THE INVITATIONS WERE 
CAST, EILTS WAS INSTRUCTED NOT TO ATTEND THE CELEBRATIONS 
IN CAIRO AND TO BE REPRESENTED BY A LOW LEVEL MILITARY 
ATTACHE. THE EGYPTIANS WERE UNHAPPY OVER EILTS' ABSENCE. 

THIS YEAR OCTOBER 6 IS CALLED QUOTE ARMED FORCES DAY UN- 
QUOTE BY THE EGYPTIANS AND INVITATIONS HAVE GONE OUT WITH 
THIS LABEL ON THEM. WE UNDERSTAND THAT THIS WILL BE AN 
ANNUAL HOLIDAY. EILTS NOTES THAT HE WILL PROBABLY NOT BE 
IN CAIRO ON OCTOBER 6 AND ASKS FOR GUIDANCE AS TO WHETHER 
DCM MAESTRONE SHOULD ATTEND AS CHARGE. WE RECOMMEND THAT 
WE TREAT THE OCTOBER 6 CELEBRATIONS AS WE WOULD ANY OTHER 
ARMED FORCES DAY AND THAT ATTENDANCE BY THE AMBASSADOR OR 
THE CHARGE AND BY THE DEFENSE ATTACHE WOULD BE ENTIRELY 
APPROPRIATE. HERE IN WASHINGTON WE RECOMMEND THAT THE 
DEPARTMENT BE REPRESENTED AT THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY LEVEL 
AND THAT DOD BE REPRESENTED AS IT NORMALLY WOULD AT ARMED 
FORCES DAY CELEBRATIONS. 

3. WITH REGARD TO EILTS' RETURN ON CONSULTATION, FAHMY 
BELIEVES THAT EILTS SHOULD DELAY HIS DEPARTURE IF NECES- 
SARY IN ORDER TO RECEIVE SADAT'S COMMENTS ON OUR PROPOSED 
PROGRAM FOR HIS VISIT. FAHMY SAYS ANOTHER REASON FOR DE- 
LAYING A DAY OR SO WOULD BE THAT SADAT AND HE WOULD LIKE 
FIRST TO HAVE A REPORT ON YOUR MEETING TODAY WITH KHADDAM. 
FAHMY BELIEVES THE ARABS ARE LIKELY TO SPECULATE THAT 
EILTS' TRIP HAS SOMETHING TO DO WITH KHADDAM’S VISIT AND 
POSSIBLE GOLAN NEGOTIATIONS. 

4. WE BELIEVE THAT EILTS' CONSULTATION HERE WOULD BE MUCH 
MORE FRUITFUL IF HE COULD RECEIVE AT FIRSTHAND SADAT'S 
REACTIONS TO OUR PROGRAM. WE THEREFORE RECOMMEND THAT 
EILTS BE INSTRUCTED TO DELAY HIS DEPARTURE A DAY OR SO IF 
NECESSARY TO RECEIVE SADAT'S VIEWS. 
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5. RECOMMENDATION 

THAT YOU SIGN THE ATTACHED TELEGRAM TELLING EILTS HE OR THE 
CHARGE AND THE DEFENSE ATTACHE SHOULD ATTEND THE OCTOBER 6 
CELEBRATIONS AND THAT HE SHOULD DELAY HIS DEPARTURE FOR 
CONSULTATIONS A DAY OR SO IF NECESSARY TO OBTAIN SADAT'S 
REACTIONS TO THE PROPOSED PROGRAM FOR HIS VISIT. 
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ATTACHMENT - TELEGRAM TO CAIRO 
SECRET/NODIS/CHEROKEE 

SUBJECT: ATTENDANCE AT OCTOBER 6 CELEBRATIONS AND YOUR 
RETURN 

REF: CAIRO 9708 AND CAIRO 9720 

FOR AMBASSADOR FROM THE SECRETARY 

IN VIEW OF FACTS THAT OCTOBER 6 CELEBRATIONS ARE DESIG- 
NATED OFFICIALLY BY GOE AS ARMED FORCES DAY AND THAT THIS 
WILL BE AN ANNUAL OFFICIAL HOLIDAY, WE BELIEVE THE CELE- 
BRATIONS SHOULD BE TREATED AS ANY OTHER ARMED FORCES DAY. 
THEREFORE, YOU OR CHARGE AS WELL AS DEFENSE ATTACHE SHOULD 
ATTEND THE CELEBRATIONS. FYI: IN WASHINGTON, DEPARTMENT 
WILL BE REPRESENTED AT ASSISTANT SECRETARY LEVEL AND DOD 
WILL BE GUIDED BY ITS NORMAL PROCEDURES FOR A FOREIGN 
ARMED FORCES DAY RECEPTION. END FYI. 

I AGREE WITH FAHMY THAT YOUR CONSULTATION WOULD BENEFIT 
FROM HAVING SADAT'S REACTION TO OUR PROPOSED PROGRAM FOR 
HIS VISIT. IF YOU HAVE NOT RECEIVED SADAT'S VIEWS BY 
WEDNESDAY EVENING, YOU SHOULD POSTPONE YOUR DEPARTURE FOR 
A DAY OR SO SO THAT YOU MAY RECEIVE THEM. PLEASE ADVISE 
ETA. 
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